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NUMISMATICS IN POETRY. 


As we were, the other day, turning over the pages of Dr. Hough’s excellent “* History of Lewis 
County”, our attention was attracted by this pretty stanza on the Castorland Jetton, occurring in 
the lines of Caleb Lyon of Lyonsdale, on the unsuccessful attempt to colonize that region: 

“ Then was struck a classic medal by this visionary band : 
Cybele was on the silver, and beneath was Castorland ; 


The reverse a tree of maple, yielding forth its precious store, 
Salve magna parens fragum was the legend that it bore.” 


Hereupon we began to reflect on the very small extent to which English poets have availed them- 
selves of the resources, historical, romantic, and imaginative, which Coins and Medals furnish for il- 
lustration and figure. Whether from their proverbial want of familiarity with these precious and . 
interesting objects, or from some other cause, they seem to be unacquainted even with the names of 
moneys current in their own time or the past. Shakspeare, indeed, was well aware that certain 
“* rascal counters”*, which circulated in Greece, and ultimately in the Eastern portions of the Roman 
Empire, were known as “ drachmas’’, for, in a well known passage of “ Julius Czsar”, Brutus says : 

“ By Heaven, I had rather coin my heart, 

And drop my blood for drachmas, than to wring 

From the hard hands of peasants their vile trash, 

By any indirection.” 
He was familiar too, as we might have supposed, with the “ beggarly denier” }, the twelfth part of 
the French sou, less than half a modern centime ; and had the “ groat,” or four-pence, with the pro- 
file portrait of his own day, so present to his mind as to forget that no kind whatever of that coin 
existed in the reign of King John, and make Faulconbridge liken to a “ half-faced groat” his lean 
but legitimate elder brother.6 With similar anachronism that truculent personage refers to the 
three-farthing piece with the rose behind the head, which Elizabeth was the first and only sovereign 
to issue, as being in use more than three centuries before her reign. ‘I would not own,” he says, 


“ a face so thin 
That in mine ear I durst not stick a rose, 
Lest men should say, Look where three farthings goes.”’|| 





* Julius Cesar, Act IV., Sc. 3. + Ibid. } Richard III., Act L., Sc. 3. 
@ King John, Act I. Humphrey's “Coinage of the British Empire,” 1861, p. 109. 
|| King John, Act I., and Theobald’s note on the passage. 


Vor. Il., No. 7. 9 
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So, too, in * Timon of Athens”, we find the solid matter of money, though we miss the local form, 
in the “ three thousand crowns”*, which a numismatic poet would call  tetradrachms,” 
But when we pass to the other great master of English verse, to him whose imagination roved 
amid 
“ The wealth of Ormus or of Ind, 


Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand 
Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold,” 


to him who delighted in heaping together the grand, melodious, and suggestive names with which 
his erudition supplied him, and who could convert into poetry such materials as: 


“* Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 

Intestine stone and ulcer, colic pangs, 

Dzxmoniac frenzy, moping melancholy, 

And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy, 

Marasmus and wide-wasting pestilence, 

Dropsies and asthmas, and joint-racking rheums”,} 
we find no mention, either general or special, of any product of the die in all his poetic works. He 
does not enumerate, much less pause or dwell on, such individual components of treasure ; though, in 
the Temptation, his subject led him to 


“ Great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 
So far renown’d, and with the spoils enrich'd 
Of nations.” 


Milton’s burlesque imitator, John Philips, also avoids any description of the coin which is his 
theme and title ; and, in fact, forgets it altogether after his first three lines: 


“ Happy the man, who, void of cares and strife, 
In silken orin leathern purse retains 
A splendid Shilling” ; 
yet Samuel Butler had shewn that it was a not unfertile topic by his couplet, often misquoted : 


“Still amorous, and fond, and billing, 
Like Philip and Mary on a Shilling.”|] 


The satiric lines of Matthew Prior, on unwise collectors, beginning : 
** What toil did honest Curio take,” 


and quoted in Mr, Sage’s “ Recollections of a Coin Collector, No. 3” (we would be glad to receive No. 
4), are from the poet’s ** Alma; or, the Progress of the Mind”, Canto III. ; and the citation from 
Pope’s “ Epistle to Mr. Addison, occasioned by his Dialogues on Medals”, given in the article en- 
titled «* Our National Coinage”, in the June number, by Mr, A. C. Roberts, from whom we should 


be pleased indeed to receive another contribution, is from a piece which has ever been a copious 
source of numismatic excerpts. The following passage therefrom is one which has often been laid 
under contribution ; and if Pope erred in deeming ‘*a Cecrops” attainable, he was yet as correct as 
he was humorous in regard to the large brass of Otho, which is not to be had except in counterfeit : 


“The medal, faithful to its charge of fame, 
Through climes and ages bears each form and name : 
In one short view subjected to our eye, 

Gods, emperors, heroes, sages, beauties lie. 
With sharpen’d sight pale antiquaries pore, 

Th’ inscription value, but the rust adore, 

This the blue varnish, that the green endears, 
The sacred rust of twice ten hundred years! 

To gain Pescennius one employs his schemes, 
One grasps a Cecrops in ecstatic dreams ; 

Poor Vadius, long with learned spleen devour’d, 
Can taste no pleasure since his shield was scour'd ; 
And Curio, restless by the fair one’s side, 

Sighs for an Otho, and neglects h's bride.” 





* Timon of Athens, Act III., Sc. 4. + Paradise Lost, Book II. t Paradise Lost, Book XI. 
4 Paradise Regained, Book IV. i) Butler's “ Hudibras,” Part III, Canto 1, |. 687-8. 
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If we have nothing to say about our noted American poets in connection with this matter, it is 


because we recollect no instance in which one of them has mentioned either coins or medals, or 


their votaries. Our reading may, however, be defective here, and that of some contributor may 
perhaps fill up the void. If the vein have not yet been worked, we believe that it would not prove 


an ungrateful one. We remember reading long ago a short poem by the German Riickert, which 


T am monarch of a quiet folk of dreamings ; 
Ruler in fantastic realms of seemings ;” 
and pictures the various lands and races over which, in idea, the Poet reigns. So, the hoarded con- 
tents of the cabinet might be laid before the reader’s view in a work of fantasy, as types and symbols 
of the regions whither they lead one’s thoughts. Who will sing us “ The Numismatist’s Dream”? 





REVOLUTIONARY PEACE MEDALS. 
BY W. S. APPLETON. 


I have always been much interested in a series of medals, which, for lack of a better name, may 
be called the Revolutionary Peace Medals. By this I mean all medals struck to celebrate any of the 
events connected with the successful ending of the War of American Independence, with the 
recognition of this fact by foreign powers, and with the signing of the treaty, by which Great 
Britain finally accepted it with all its consequences. No attempt has yet been made to form a list 
of such medals, though they are several in number. I know of ten referring directly to this country, 
besides one which only alludes to peace between France and England. Most of these are well 
known, but some of them are of excessive rarity. All are in my own cabinet, and I have never 
heard of another perfect collection. The importance of the series, as part of the medallic history of 
the United States, is too plain to be insisted upon, and I feel sure that a descriptive catalogue, with 
a few notes on the dates and legends, must have a certain real value. 


MEDALS. 


I. LIBERTAS, AMERICANA; in exergue 4 JUIL. 1776; on edge of bust pupre. A beautiful head of 
Liberty to the left, with hair loosely streaming backwards; over the right shoulder a pole, on which 
is a Phrygian cap. Rev. non sing piis AN.MOsUs INFANS. (Horace, Book 11, Ode tv., 20— ); 
in exergue 17 ocr. 12727; on platform pupre F. The infant Hercules in his cradle strangling two 
serpents, while Pallas protects him, with a spear in her right hand, and in her left a shield charged 
with the lilies of France, against which a leopard is throwing himself. Silver, size 30. 

The dates on the reverse are those of the surrender of Burgoyne and of Cornwallis. The idea 
was Franklin’s, and it was he who caused this exquisite medal to be struck. Sir William Jones 


aided him in the devices and supplied the mottos,.* 


_ — pttbereneemgdenmmmeneainempsmetsmmnestes — — 





* These statements are proved by the following extracts from Franklin's Works, Sparks’s Edition: ‘This puts me in 
mind of a medal I have had a mind to strike, since the late great event you gave me an account of, representing the 
United States by the figure of an infant Hercules in his cradle, strangling the two serpents; and France by that of 
Minerva, sitting by as his nurse, with her spear and helmet, and her robe specked with a few fleurs de lis. The extinguish- 
ing of two entire armies in one war is what has rarely happened, and it gives a presage of the future force of our growing 
empire*”, ® This medal was subsequently executed, under the direction of Dr. Franklin, with some variation in the device 

Letter to Robert R. Livingston, March 4, 1782.—Vol. 1x., p. 173.—‘‘ The engraving of my medal, which you 
know was projected before the peace, is but just finished, None are yet struck in hard metal, but will be in a few days, 
In the mean time, having this good opportunity by Mr. Penn, I send you one of the éprewves. You will see that I have 
profited by some of your ideas, and adopted the mottos you were so kind as to furnish”, Letter to Sir William Jones, 
March 17, 1783.—id. p. 501.—“ My Lord, I have the honor to address to your Eminent Highness the medal, which I 
have lately had struck, It is a homage of gratitude, my Lord, which is due to the interest you have taken in our cause ; 
and we no less owe it to your virtues, and to your Eminent Highness’s wise administration of government”. Letter to the 
Grand Master of Malta, Ap. 6, 1783.—id. p. 508.—** I have caused to be struck here the medal which I formerly men- 
tioned to you, the design of which you seemed to approve. I enclose one of them in silver, for the President of Congress, 
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z. Three standing figures; the middle one, a warrior, personifying Holland, with his right hand 
grasps that of a woman in barbarous dress, who leans on a shield, inscribed pe verEENIGDE STAATEN 
VAN NooRD America; at her feet are a sceptre and broken shackles; at the right is a woman, hold- 
ing in her right hand an olive-branch, and leaning on a shield inscribed Groor BriTranjen ; at her 
feet lies a snake, and behind her sits a dog, who is kept back by the extended left hand of the war- 
rior; above him in the clouds is an angel, carrying a liberty-cap to the United States; in exergue 
B.C. V. CALKER F. Rey, Aan pe SraaTeNn VAN FRigsLAND TER DANKBAARE NAGEDACHTENISSE VAN DE 
LanpspaGen IN Fepr. en Apr, mpccLxxxu Torcewyp poor pe Burcer SocieTerr poor VRYHEID EN 
Yver te Leeuwarpen. (To the Siates of Friesland in grateful remembrance of the Assemblies 
held n February and April 1782. Dedicated by the Civic Society “‘ Through Freedom and 


Zeal" at Leeuwarden). A right hand from the clouds holds the crowned shield of West Frisia. 


Silver, size 28. 

This medai and the five following are of Dutch origin; the best explanation of the events caus- 
ing them and the dates borne on them is found in the letters of John Adams, as printed in the 
‘«« Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution”. He wrote from Amsterdam, Feb. 27, 
1782. ‘Friesland has at last taken the provincial resolution to acknowledge the independence, of 
which United America is in full possession.” In a later letter he communicates the resolution as 
passed Feb, 26. The action of April will be more properly noticed with the next medal. 

3. LIBERA SOROR. ; in exergue SOLEMNI DECR. [ETO] AGN. [1TA] 19 APR. MDCCLxxxu. At the left an 
armed woman, personifying Holland, with her right hand grasps that of an Indian Queen, while on 
a pole in her left she holds a liberty-cap over the head of the Indian, who stands at the right, bear- 
ing in her left hand a shield charged with thirteen stars, a spear, and a chain which holds a 
leopard, on whose head she presses her left foot; between the figures is an altar, on which fire is 
burning, and above them are rays of the sun. Rev. TYRANNIS VIRTUTE REPULSA; in exergue sUB 
GALLI AUSPICIIS; I. G. HOLTZHEY FEC. An open landscape, with a high rock at the left, at the 
base of which lies a unicorn, royally gorged, who has broken his horn against the rock. Silver, 
size 283. 

The date on this medal refers to a resolution of their “ High Mightinesses, the States-General of 
the United Provinces, Friday, April 19, 1782,” which ends thus: “it has been thought fit and 
resolved, that Mr. Adams shall be admitted and acknowledged in quality of Envoy of the United 
States of North America to their High Mightinesses, as he is admitted and acknowledged by the 
present.” 

4. FAVSTISSIMO FOEDERE JVNCT , DIE VII OCTOB. MDCCLXxxiI. Fame seated on the clouds, support- 
ing with her right hand two shields, one of Holland, the other charged with thirteen stars; above 
them is a crown, and below the club of Hercules and lion’s skin; her left hand holds to her lips a 
long trumpet. Rev, susTiTIAM ET NON TEMNERE Divos (Virgil, ASneid, Book vi., 620); in exergue 
S.P.Q.amsr. sacrvM; 1.G.HoLTzHEY FEC, At the left is a pyramid on the base of which hang 
flowers, and a scroll inscribed ** pRopromvs” (a forerunner) ; on the front of the pyramid the crowned 
shield of Amsterdam rests against crossed fasces; Mercury flying through the air is about to place a 
wreath on the crown; in the foreground are a basket of fruit and an anchor, on which stands a cock, 
whose left claw holds something not easily recognizable; in the distance is the ocean, on which are 
several vessels, Silver, size 29. 

5. The same medal, size 21. 

6. EN DEXTRA FIDESQUE; in exergue pen. 7 October 1782,1.v. 8B. At the right a woman sits on 
a bale of goods, resting her left arm on the shield of Holland; near her stands a pole, on the top of 
which is a liberty-cap; her right hand is extended to receive an olive branch from a man in classic 
dress standing at the left, who offers it with his right hand, and with his left supports a staff, from 
which flies the “Stars and Stripes”; near him is a barrel, filled to overflowing with Indian corn, 





and one in copper for yourself; the impression on copper is thought to appear best, and you will soon receive a number for 
the members. I have presented one to the King, and another to the Queen, both in gold, and one in silver to each of the 
ministers, as a monumental acknowledgment, which may go down to future ages, of the obligations we are under to this 
nation. It is mighty well received, and gives general pleasure. If the Congress approve of it, as I hope they will, I may 
add something on the die (for those to be struck hereafter) to show that it was done by their order, which I could not ven- 
ture to do till I had authority for it.” Letter to Robert R. Livingston, Ap. 15, 1783.—id. p. 515.—*‘Sir, I received 
with the most lively sensibility the medal, which your Excellency sent me, and the value I set upon this acquisition leaves 
my gratitude unbounded, This monument of American liberty has a distinguished place in my cabinet’. Rohan, Grand 
Master of Malta to Franklin, Malta, Jun. 21, 1783.—id. p. 527.—I am happy to hear that both the device and work 
manship of the medal are approved with you, as they have the good fortune to be by the best judges on this side of the 
water. It has been esteemed a well-timed, as well as a well-merited, compliment here, and has its good effects. Since the 
two first which you mention as received, I have sent by different opportunities so many, as that every member of Congress 
might have one. I hope they are come safe to hand by this time”, Letter to the President of Congress, Sept. 13, 1783. 
—Vol. x., p. 15. , 
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Rev. Heit, vaicesrreen Amerikaan: GanscH NEERLAND NEEMT UW VRIENDSCHAP AAN. GODs GUNST 
VERIEN TWEE VRIJE LANDEN, TOT WEERZYDS NUI, DOOR VASTE RANDEN. (Hail to you, American, who 
have fought out your freedom: All Netherland accepts your friendship. God’s grace unite two free 
lands, to mutual good, through solid ties); below is a caduceus between a branch of olive and a 
branch of laurel. Silver, size 20}. 

The dies for these medals were evidently prepared in advance of the event, for we find in Mr. 
Adams’ letters that the signing of the treaties, which was to have taken place on Oct. 7, was put off 
till the next day, on which, Oct. 8, “were executed the Treaty of Commerce and the convention 
concerning recaptures”, 

7. NEDERLAND VERKLAARD AMERICA vR¥. (Netherland declares America free); in exergue 1. M. 
LAGEMAN. A woman in classic dress, holding in her right hand a bundle of seven arrows, and sup- 
porting a lance, on the top of which is a liberty-cap, in her left a caduceus; at her feet are a cactus 
and a horn of plenty, and in the distance are fortifications and a range of hills, Rev. DE ALGEMEENT 
wenscH. (The universal desire); in exergue 1782. A group of bales and barrels, a boat with one 
mast, and a tall trident-headed staff, from which hang the flags of Holland and the United States, 
Silver, size 214. 

8. LIBERTAS AMERICANA; in exergue mpccLxxxu1; in field @. Louis XVI. in royal robes, and on 
his throne, facing the right, pointing with his left hand to a shield charged with thirteen bars, which 
a woman, representing either Liberty or Authority, has just hung on a column, surmounted by a cap 
of liberty. Rev. commvni consensv. Pallas standing, facing the right, supporting with her right 
hand a spear, by the side of which an olive springs up; her left hand holds a ribbon, tied in a bow, 
from which hang the shields of France, Great Britain, Spain and Holland; on the ground lies a 
shield with the head of Medusa. Silver, size 29. 

9. SIC HOSTES CONCORDIA IVNGIT AMICOS; in exergue PRVDENTIA & FATIS; in field to the left mano, 
to right crpr.* At the left a woman, in classic dress, with an olive-branch in left hand, with her 
right grasps that of another woman, who supports with her left hand a pole, on which is a liberty- 
cap; between the figures are a horn of plenty, the shields of Ireland, France and Spain; behind the 
first figure is the shield of Scotland, and behind the second a shield charged with several bars, for the 
United States; in the field at each side is a battle between a fort and several vessels, and above the 
figures is a triangle, from which proceed rays; in the exergue is a view of a large fortified seaport 
town. Rev, ENSIBVS EX MARTIS LVX PACIS LATA RESVRGIT; in exergue OPE VVLCANI 1783. A woman, 
with an olive-branch in right hand and a horn of plenty in left, stands on a man in armor lying pros- 
trate with a broken sword in right hand; in the distance is an open sea, with mountains and vessels 
to left and a battle between a fort and several vessels to right; in the air above is the sun in splendor 
and an angel flying to right, with a wreath in left hand, and in right a trumpet through which he 
sounds the words Fiat pax. ‘Tin, size 27}. 

I know nothing of the origin of this medal, and have seen but one other specimen, which is in the 
Mickley collection. ‘ 

10, FELICITAS BRITANNIA ET AMERICA; in exergue mpccLixxxt Sep". 4. At the right a woman 
personifying Great Britain is seated facing the left; by her side is a shield with the crosses of St. 
George and St. Andrew, in her left hand is a spear, and with her right she seems to grasp the left 
hand of an Indian Queen, who advances toward her, with a bow in right hand, and a quiver behind 
her back; between them flies a dove with an olive-branch; the distance seems to present a view of 
London, in which St, Paul’s Cathedral and the Monument are plainly seen. Rev. in centre, WE ARE 
OnE; ona ring, from which extend thirteen rays, AMERICAN conGREss; beyond the rays a circle of 
thirteen rings inscribed mMasscHs, N. HAMPS, CONNECT, R. ISLAND, N. IORKE, ? , PENSILVA, DELA- 
WARE, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, N. CAROLIN, S. CAROLI, GEORGIA. ‘Tin, size 25. 

The date on this piece is that of the treaty, by which Great Britain acknowledged the indepen- 
dence of her former colonies, now the United States of America. A similar piece, and the only other 
one I have seen, is in the cabinet of Charles Clay of Manchester, Engiand, President of the Man- 
chester Numismatic Society. He describes the edge as reading ‘‘ Continental Currency,” but mine 
has an ornamental milling, like some old Spanish dollars. The execution of both is very rude. 

Il, LUD. XVI, REX CHRISTIANISS.; in exergue GaTreaux. Bust of Louis XVI. to right, in royal 
robes and wearing the order of the Golden Fleece. Rev. pax FRANCIAM INTER ET ANGLIAM; in 
exergue VERSALIIS MDCCLXxx111; puviv. A woman in classic dress, with an olive-branch in right 
hand, and a horn of plenty in left, resting her left foot on the prow ofa galley. Silver, size 27.} 





* Reference is here made to the English loss of Port Mahon, with the island of Minorca, and their successful defense of 
Gibraltar ; both which events occurred during the War of American Independence. 

+ The dies of this Medal are in the Musée Monétaire at Paris, whence impressions may be obtained to order. Catalogue 
du M. M. Paris, 1833, p. 290. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Norice.—Zbe American Numismatic and Archaeological Society will be at all times pleased to commu- 
nicate with any individuals or Societies, on Numismatic or Archeological topics, to answer ques- 
tions and give all information desired, Letters of inquiry addressed to « Prof, Cuas, E, AnrHon, 
Cor. See’y, College of the City of New York,” will receive prompt attention. 


Special Meeting, Fuly 16, 1867.—At the house of Vice-President Perine. The President in the 
chair. 

Under suspension of the rules, and on proposal by Dr. Perine, Mr. W. Stannard Wood was 
elected Life Member; and Mr. Samuel Heaton, of Platt Kill, N.Y., Corresponding Member: and, 
on proposal by Mr. Levick, Mr. Geo. Hodgson was elected Resident Member; and Mr. Wm. S. 
Appleton of Boston, Corresponding Member. 

A donation of nineteen volumes of Books and Pamphlets, by Gen. John Watts de Peyster, was 
received from the author; and a vote of thanks was passed and ordered to be transmitted. 

Mr. Levick, Treasurer, read a Report shewing the flourishing financial condition of the Society. 
The Report was adopted. On behalf of the Editorial Committee, Mr. Ten Eyck made a detailed 
statement, presenting the vouchers for bills paid, and explaining the action of the Committee gener- 
ally. This Report also was adopted, and the Committee was directed to submit a similar one at the 
first Meeting in each month. 

On motion, the Committee on Lincoln Medal were directed to report, at the next Meeting, as to 
what contracts they have made, and what funds they have on hand. 

On motion, a Committee, consisting of Messrs. McCoy, Hewitt, and Groh, was appointed to 
provide for the Society a Certificate of Membership, superior in point of elegance to the one at 
present used. On motion, adjourned, James Otiver, Recording Secretary. 


Regular Meeting, Oct. 10, 1867.—In the Hall of the Board of Education. Mr. Ten Eyck, 
President, in the chair. 

The Minutes of the Meeting, June 20, and of the Special Meeting, July 16, were read and 
approved, 

Dr. Perine, as Chairman of the Editorial Committee, presented their report, as directed by the 
Society. 

The Lincoln Medal Committee reported that the new Dies were now completed, and that the 
Medals would be issued forthwith. The Committee on Certificate of Membership made a report, 
and exhibited an impression from the plate which they had caused to be engraved. It was highly 
approved, and the bill of cost was referred to the Finance Committee. 

On motion of Mr, Levick, that a proper Seal be provided for the use of the Society, Messrs. 
McCoy, Hewitt, and Anthon were appointed a Committee for the purpose. The Treasurer pre- 
sented bills for printing, from J. M. Bradstreet & Son, which were referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

The President exhibited a Roman ring, bearing the device of a Frog, in deep intaglio, and said to 
have been the signet of Mzcenas. He also exhibited a recent purchase, consisting of a beautiful 
proof set of the coins of Victoria for 1839, in gold, silver and copper. 

A pattern in Aluminium of a new Five Cent Piece was received from the Director of the Mint, 
with the following letter: 


Mint or THE Unrrep States, Paicaperpnta, July 19, 1867. 

Sir :—In accordance with the rules lately adopted I have the pleasure of enclosing for the Society which you represent, the 
first pattern piece struck under the new system of distribution. It is a § ct. piece, struck in the new metal—Aluminum, 
with entirely new devices, and intended to weigh the same as the silver half-dime (19. 2 gr, or .0¢0z.) But, having only 
} the specific gravity of the silver piece, it is four times as bulky. It is just the size of the half-eagle. The piece was 
designed by our Engraver (and dies made by him) upon the theory of giving full intrinsic value; consequently it contains 
aluminum to the amount of 5 cts. in currency. But as the theory will not hold for the minor coinage, it is certain this 
piece will ever remain a mere experiment. Moreover there is no law to authorize a legal coinage in that metal. Please 
acknowledge receipt of this, and add any remarks you or your Society may think proper. Asmall number have been struck, 
and may be had for $3 (currency); no applicant to receive more than one. Very respectfully, &c., 


H. R. Linperman, Director. 
Prof. Cuartes E, Antuon, Secretary American Numismatic Society. 


The Curator read a Communication, and presented an impression of a al in wax, from Mr. 
F. A. Wood. 
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The following donations were presented, and ordered to be suitably acknowledged: from Mr. E. 
Cogan, a large paper Catalogue, priced, of the McCoy sale; from Mr. Stickney, of Salem, his 
pamphlet entitled, «« Notes on American Coinage ;” from Mr. A. B. Sage, the original Roll, con- 
taining autograph signatures of subscribers to the gold medal conferred on Cyrus W. Field, by 
Citizens of New York. 

The Treasurer read his semi-annual Report, which was referred to the Finance Committee; and, 
on motion, it was Resolved: That the Society approve of all transactions of the Finance Commit- 
tee up to this time. 


Messrs. Levick, Perine, and Hanna, were appointed a Committee to provide a Form of Acknowl- 
edgment of Donations. 


Mr. John A, Nexsen, and Mr. John K. Curtis were nominated by Mr. Levick for Resident 
Membership. 

Mr. W. Elliot Woodward, of Roxbury, Mass., and Wm. Leggett Bramhall, of Washington, D. C., 
were elected Corresponding Members, on proposal by Mr. Levick. 

Prof. Anthon was appointed by the President to read a Paper at the next meeting. 

A motion that a Special Committee be appointed, to consider the propriety of a Convention in 
this City, of Delegates from kindred Societies in this Country and Canada, was lost. 

On motion, adjourned. James Oniver, Recording Secretary. 


Regular Meeting, Oct. 24, 1867.—In the absence of the President, from illness, Mr. Daniel 
Parish, Jr. was elected Chairman pro tem. 

After the reading and approval of the minutes of the previous meeting, the Committees, on Seal, 
Form of Acknowledgment of Donations, and Revision of Constitution, reported progress. 

Prof. Anthon read a letter from Mr. A. Sandham, of Montreal, and presented, on his behalf, a 
collection of Canadian Tokens, fifty-seven in number: and, on behalf of Mr. John Hennessy, of the 
same city, a printed Letter of the day, from Gen. Burgoyne to Lord Geo, Germaine, giving a 
narrative of the disasters at Saratoga; also a Chart of the Harbor of New York, published at 
London in 1781. 

Mr. J. A. Nexsen and Mr. J. K. Curtis were unanimously elected Resident Members. 

A Paper was read by Professor Anthon on ** The Ownership and Preservation of Medal-Dies”. 

Mr. Levick exhibited specimens, in gold and silver, of a token or badge, purporting to have been 
issued by the “ Washington Market Chowder Club 1818”. Mr. Levick spoke at some length con- 
cerning the piece, stating that he was unable to learn its history or origin, and regarded it as a recent 
fabrication. He considered one great advantage of the Society to be the opportunity which it 
afforded for the mutual imparting of numismatic frauds, and the protection of fellow-members against 
unprincipled speculators, by communicating cases like this, in which, as he feared, he had been 
imposed on. He wished, however, a thorough investigation of the matter. 

On motion, adjourned, 


James Ouiver, Recording Secretary. 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The regular meeting, the first of the season, was held on Thursday, Oct. 3, at the usual hour. 
The Report of the last meeting was read and accepted. The Secretary read a letter from the 
Director of the Mint, enclosing a pattern in aluminium for a piece of five cents; it is a mere experi- 
ment, and contains metal to the value of five cents currency, Dr, Green presented a catalogue of 
the collection of American coins and medals, made by M. A. Vattemare, and now in the Bibliothéque 
Impériale at Paris. He exhibited an oval metallic medallion of Franklin, which was considered 
very interesting; the old Doctor is represented in the well-known fur cap. The Secretary exhib- 
ited a remarkable tin medal, struck on occasion of the peace of 1783; a full description of it will 
probably soon appear in print, so that it is sufficient to say that a shield of bars, intended for the 


United States, appears on it as on the “Communi Consensu” medal. The Society adjourned at a 
quarter before 5 P. M. 





RHODE ISLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 


Regular Meeting, October 21, 1867.—The President in the chair. The Records of the last meet- 
ing were read and approved. Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald was unanimously elected an Honorary 
Member of the Association. After the transaction of business, the subject of the Louisiana Coppers 
was resumed, and letters were read from several prominent Numismatists, suggesting various explana- 





ps, 
—_ 


a aia ar beast sa 


7 ¢ = 





ances 2 























































68 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [ November, 


tions of the R. F. stamped on a portion of the pieces bearing date 1767. After considerable discus- 
sion, the subject was postponed for another month’s investigation. Mr. Paine read the opening 
article of the American JournaL or Numismatics for October, and controverted some of the state- 
ments made by the writer. 

The Committee on Debates reported as the subject for investigation at the next meeting: Why was 
the Liberty Cap Cent adopted in preference to the other varieties of the issue of 1793? 

Mr. Winsor exhibited a Quarter Dollar of 1796, in nearly uncirculated condition. 

After a very animated meeting, the Association adjourned to November 18th. 

Joun J. Meaper, Secretary. 


NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 


July 31, Regular Meeting—Pres. J. L. Bronsdon in the chair. 

Mr. Gillman of Chicago, was introduced by Mr. W. V. B. Hall. 

The following donations were received: From Prof. Chas, E. Anthon of New York, a Bronzed 
Medal of the College of the City of New York; from Mr, Gillman, Two United States 3 and § 
Cent Pieces; from Mr. W. V. B. Hall, a Wallace Token and a Newfoundland Cent. 

On motion the thanks of the Society were tendered. 

Mr. A. Bennett was elected an ordinary member of the Society. Mr. Blackburn exhibited a 
Crown of Edward VI., and a Twenty Shilling Piece of Charles I, Mr. Bronsdon exhibited several 
Silver Pennies of William I, all in excellent preservation. 





Aug. 14, Regular Meeting.—Vice-President Blackburn in the chair. 
The following donations were received: From the Hon. P. O. J. Chauveau, a Bronze Medal 
of the Normal School, Montreal. Obverse: Bust of the Prince of Wales; reverse: Latin Inscrip- 
tion. From Mr. D. Rose, a Victoria Bridge Bronze Medal. 

Mr. Blackburn exhibited a Ryall of Mary, Queen of Scots, dated 1565; and a Coronation Medal 
of Charles I., dated 1633. 


Aug. 28, Regular Meeting.—Vice-President Blackburn in the chair. 
Mr. McLachlan presented a Treasury Note of the Republic of Hayti. 








Sept. 25, Regular Meeting.—President J. L. Bronsdon in the chair. The following donations 
were received: From H. Chapman, Esq., a copy in bronze of the Chapman Gold Medal, annually 
contended for by the graduating class in Arts, of the McGill College and University; from J. L. 
Bronsdon, Esq., a medalet of Pres, Andrew Johnson; from H. Laggatt, Esq., a coin of Marcus 
Antonius, and one of Postumus. 

Mr. Gerald E. Hart was elected a member. 

Mr. Laggatt proposed H. Chapman, Esq., for Honorary Membership. 

Mr. McLachlan gave notice that at the next meeting he would move that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to make arrangements for holding a Conversazione in the month of January or February next. 


Oct. oth, Regular Meeting.—Pres. J. L. Bronsdon in the chair. Mr. Laggatt moved that Mr. 
H. Chapman be elected an Honorary Member of the Society. Carried. 

The President appointed as Committee on the Conversazione: Mr. D. Rose, Mr. McLachlan 
and Mr. J. Hennessy. Adjourned. 











MONTREAL IN THE OLDEN TIME. 


Extract From A Letrer gy Atrrep SANDHAM, Esa.—I have drawn the accompanying Map expressly for your pub- 
lication. I have also added the four corner-pieces, to give your readers an idea of what the old buildings are like. The 
Map, as now sent to you, has never been published, at least not to my knowledge; and the ‘ Remains of Old Walls’ is a 
rough copy of a sketch taken from nature, now in my possession, and probably the only one in the country. It is needless 
for me to say that the Arms at the top of the Map are those of the present City of Montreal. 

“ I send you a Description to accompany this plan ; and, if you think it too long, just cut it down to suit your space ; while, 
if you find it uninteresting, you may leave it out altogether. Do not consult me at all upon the subject, but study the in- 
terests of your subscribers and the credit of your JourNat only. 

“To use the terms of coin-collectors, there have been but 525 impressions struck from the plate. Twenty-five of these I 
have kept for myself, and the remainder is now in your hands. No others will be printed. If, therefore, the work be not 
valuable, it will at any rate be scarce.” 





On the 3d of October, 1535, Jacques Cartier entered for the first time the little Indian village of 
Hochelaga, of which he gives the following account: * The way to the village was through large 
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fields of Indian corn. Its outline was circular, and it was encompassed by three separate rows of 
palisades, or rather picket fences, one within another, well secured and put together. A single 
entrance was left in this rude fortification, but guarded with pikes and stakes, and every precaution 
taken against siege or attack. ‘The cabins of the natives, about 50 in number, were constructed in 
the form of a tunnel, each 50 feet in length by 15 in breadth. They were formed of wood, covered 
with bark. Above the doors of these cabins, as well as along the outer rows of palisades, ran a 
gallery, where stones and other missiles were kept in order for defence of the place.” 

It was near the site of this village that the City of Montreal was founded in 1642, under the name 
of Ville Marie, afterwards changed to Mount Royal, from the mountain which overlooks it. Our 
space will not perthit a review of the earlier history of the City. We will therefore pass on to the year 
1758, two years prior to that of British possession, We then find Montreal ‘a well peopled town of an 
oblong form, surrounded by a wall flanked with redoubts, which served instead of bastions. The 
ditch was about 8 feet broad and of proportionate depth, but dry; it had also a fort or citadel, the 
batteries of which commanded the streets of the town from one end to the other.” 

The Map which accompanies this article, represents the City at that date, and I shall now endeavor 
to give a brief sketch of the principal points noted on it. The walls, as shown, extended a little over 
three-quarters “of a mile from north to south, and a quarter of a mile across. Now the City limits 
extend three and three-quarters by two miles. The walls were demolished by order of Lord Dal- 
housie, and their site (in the rear of the City) is now known as Fortification lane, while the creek or 
small rivulet (Petite Riviere) is now covered, and serves as a tunnel, forming a large and useful main 
sewer to carry off waste water. Along it runs Craig street, one of the widest and greatest thorough- 
fares ofthe City. In 1758, this stream was crossed by a stone bridge of one arch (Pont Royal), said 
to have cost the King of France 200,000 crowns. The Pond (Etang) is now the site of our finest 
and most extensive public square, and the band of one of the regiments in garrison plays there for a 
couple of hours twice every week during the summer months. The high ground immediately beyond 
the pond is now occupied by the residences of our wealthy French Canadian citizens. On the site 
of the Marsh (Marais) there are now in course of erection very extensive drill sheds and armories 
for the Volunteer force. In 1758 there was but one gate on this side of the City, viz., Porte St. 
Laurent, or St. Lawrence Gate. The street which led from this gate still retains the name of St. 
Lawrence Main street, and is the principal one leading from the villages outside the City. On the 
north end we find the Recollet Gate (Porte de Recollets), which stood at what is now the entrance 
to St. Joseph street. On the south is St. Mary’s Gate (Porte St. Marie.) The street leading from 
this gate is now called St. Mary Street, and is occupied principally by French Canadians. On the 
river front we find three principal gates, Market (Marché), Water (l’Eau), and Barrack (Casernes) 
Gates, Visitors to the City would scarcely believe, were we to tell them, that our splendid wharves, 
faced with miles of cut stone, unequalled in America, and rivalled only in Europe by the docks of 
Liverpool or the quays of St. Petersburgh, have replaced a nauseous bank, heaped with filth and 
garbage, and a muddy islet, the receptacle of drift wood and drowned animals ; yet such was the case, 
even up to within the last half century. 

In the corner of the plan may be seen a point of land called “ Point a Calliere,” on which appear 
the buildings of the “* Sceurs Gris,” or Gray Nuns. Some portions of this old building still remain, 
and, with the additions since made, are known as the Gray Nunnery, or Hospital of Charitable 
Sisters. It was founded in 1692, and is at present one of the most extensive charities of our City, 
and one of the principal points of interest to our American visitors. Riviere St. Pierre, or St. 
Peter’s River, is now filled up, and forms Commissioner and Foundling streets, the latter passing in 
front of the Nunnery. Entering within the walls by Recollet Gate, the first interesting spot we 
meet with is the property of the Recollets. I shall not enter into any description of these ancient 
buildings, as an article descriptive of the church has already appeared in the Journat. Suffice it to 
say, the buildings were erected in 1706, and were demolished during the present year. Sketch No. 
1, in the corner of the plan, will give an idea of their general appearance one year ago. 

Passing down Rue Notre Dame, we see the Seminaire, or Seminary of St. Sulpice. A large por- 
tion of this building is still standing, and is one of the most ancient structures of the City. In front 
of it is a public clock equally celebrated for its antiquity. This building contains a very extensive 
and valuable library, many of the works relating to the early history of Canada. Within a stone’s 
throw of this point once stood the Eglise Notre Dame, or Church of our Lady. This old Catholic 
parish church stood lengthwise in front of the present noble edifice, and was removed with the 
exception of the square tower, when the new building was ready for use. ‘The tower was destroyed 
by lightning about 30 years since, (See Sketch No, z). Turning down St. Joseph (now St. Sulpice 
street), on the corner of St. Paul street stood the Hotel Dieu (or House of God), This time- 
honored edifice gave way (a few years ago) for a magnificent block of stone buildings, originally 
intended for stores, but at present used as barracks. Adjoining these buildings is the property of 
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the Congregation de Notre Dame, more familiarly known as the Biack Nunnery, to reach which 
you must pass under an arch on Notre Dame street. This is an educational establishment, and 
within its walls, and in other similar places under the direction of the Nuns, are to be found great 
numbers of young American ladies who come here to receive their education. But a very small 
portion of the original buildings remains, yet still enough may be seen to interest the antiquarian. 
Returning to Notre Dame street, and passing downwards, we arrive at the Palais du Governeur, and 
the building of the Compagnie Des Indes (India Company), The site of the former is now known as 
Jacques Cartier square. ‘The India building still stands, and is used as an office for the Superintendent 
of Education for the Province of Quebec, also by the Jacques Cartier Normal School. Continuing 
onwards we reach the Citadelle. This was built on an eminence near the extreme south part or 
the fortifications. This eminence was razed at the time of their demolition, and is now known as 
Dalhousie Square. Returning a short distance and passing downward towards the river we see the 
“«‘ Bonsecours” church. This was erected in 1658; was burnt in 1764, and restored in 1771. It 
will seat about 2000 persons (Sketch No. 3). A short distance from this church stood the Caserne 
or Barracks. But little of these old Barracks now exists. The site, however, still continues to be 
used for the same purpose. ‘The kitchens, &c., of the modern barracks, are built upon the only 
portions of the old fortification which have withstood the march of improvement; and consequently 
this is a point of interest to the Canadian archeologist (Sketch No. 4). ‘The streets marked on 
the plan, with one exception, still retain their names. I shall now close this rambling article by 
stating that I am indebted to John Dougall, Esq., Editor of the “* Montreal Witness,” for permit- 
ting me to copy, from a traciug in his possession, the plan which forms its frontispiece. The 
sketches in the corners of the plan are not in the original. ALFrep SanDHAM,. 





THE MICE LEY: SAL. 
First Norice. 


It is over, This most interesting and important of events in the history of American Numis- 
matics is now receding into the past as steadily as it approached us from the future. We looked 
forward to it with eagerness and expectation; and, as does not always happen in such cases, it has 
left a remembrance both pleasant and profitable. Pleasant, because, while the occasion assembled, 
from far and near, the members of our semi-masonic brotherhood, they all enjoyed the opportunity 
of viewing rarities which many had heard of, but few seen; profitable, because every one concerned, 
from Mr. Woodward, the proprietor who sold the Collection, down to worthy Mr. Bailey, the 
standing purchaser of its less valuable lots, was well content with his acquisitions. The pieces 
constituting this celebrated cabinet were so uniformly fine that a buyer could hardly lay out his 
money ill, and if, in any instance, an extravagant price were paid, the new owner could console 
himself with the thought that a specimen derived from the great Mickley Collection was, on that 
account, of superior relative value to any other. 

During the six evenings of the Auction, the commodious and elegant Sales-Room of Messrs. 
Leavitt, Strebeigh & Co. was filled by an intelligent throng, composed to some little extent of the 
curious profane (numismatically speaking), but mostly of the initiated. These latter varied in 
number, from about thirty, during the disposal of the foreign coins, up to over a hundred, who 
competed earnestly for the American pieces, With absorbed attention they followed the progress of 
the sale, bent either on their own investments, or on marking their catalogues, with a view to 
establish a standard of prices for the future and to trace the pedigree of ownership in regard to what 
was rare or unique. "The catalogue is understood to have been the work of Mr. Strobridge, and 
was compiled in a manner worthy of his known experience and ability. It fully deserved the in- 
tended compliment, marred, however, by a misnomer, and an error as to nationality, which the 
«Courrier des Etats Unis,” of Oct. 31, paid it in the description: * ouvrage trés curieux, rédigé 
par M. Streibleigh, savant numismate allemand”! One of the priced Copies, which Mr. Woodward 
announces at $2.50 each, will be a possession to be coveted by the American amateur. 

The fatiguing labor of the sale was performed with characteristic urbanity by Mr. Leavitt. He 
was relieved from time to time by Mr. Sinzenich, whose humorous remarks, appropriate and not too 
frequent, tended much to enliven the long evening sessions. Beginning at 5.30 P. M., these lasted 
always till after 10, and on one occasion, that when the American Mint and Pattern Pieces were 
disposed of, to long after 11. We cannot resist the temptation of recording, as a numismatic witti- 
cism, one of Mr. Sinzenich’s numerous good sayings. Delicately broad as it was, however, we must 
refer to the Catalogue, Nos. 1583 and 1584, on reaching which the waggish salesman observed: 
‘« This is very improper; 1584 should have come first.” 

The peculiar and gratifying feature of this Sale (which brought, in the aggregate, about $16,000), 
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is that it indicates, in regard to Numismatics, as compared with their former depressed condition, a 
reaction both strong and healthy. The coins and medals of historic interest, the material of what 
we may style Rational, as distinguished from Fanciful Numismatics, were thoroughly appreciated, and 
commanded ample prices; while those whose value consisted in their rarity chiefly, as representing 
one or the other year of scarcity in the dreary series of the American coinage, were vigorously con- 
tended for according as their condition merited. Minute details of purchase, in regard to a Collec- 
tion so extensive, cannot, of course, be expected here. We purpose, however, to mention a few of 
the prominent points which attracted our individual attention, particularly in regard to the Foreign 
pieces, and the Colonial, reserving to the next number the “ memorabilia” of our domestic series, 
with the unrivalled 1804, and its seven-hundred-fold harvest. 

A fine Roman As, 9} 0z. avoird., was bought by Col. Cohen at $16; Mr. Moore paid $11 for a 
fine denarius of the elder Gordian; and, for a groat and half-groat of Richard III., $4 each; a 
fine crown of Edward VI. was purchased by Col. Cohen for $11 50, and the corresponding half- 
crown by Prof. Anthon for $9 50; a dollar of Philip II., with his title as King of England, by Mr. 
Moore, at $13; a magnificent Portcullis set of Elizabeth, comprising crown, half-crown, shilling, 
and sixpence, by Col. Cohen, at $69; the same gentleman obtained a fine crown of James I. at 
$8 25, and Prof. Anthon another at $6; a medal of James I., described as commemorative of his 
translation of the Bible, fell to Mr. Moore at $20; Mr. Oliver became owner of a most interesting 
medal of Charles I., 1643, at $7 50, and of an exceedingly fine Oxford Pound Piece at $40. The 
Gun-Money, being very plentiful in this sale, though fine, sold low. Col. Cohen bought no less than 
six pattern farthings of Queen Anne, at a total cost of $64 50; four splendid proof pattern crowns of 
Geo. III. ranged from $15 50 to $21; and Whiteave’s very remarkable one of Geo. IV. was ac- 
quired by Mr. Appleton at $20. The crown of William IV. was purchased by Mr. Moore at 
$34 50; and the nine pattern florins of Queen Victoria by Col. Cohen, at $75. The early French 
coins were secured with great judgment by Mr. Nexsen, but a fine penny of Louis I. went to the 
Mint Cabinet at Philadelphia. The fine crowns of Continental Europe brought full prices, the 
highest paid for any single one being $7 50, by Prof. Anthon, for the Jubilee Dollar of Frederic, 
King of Sweden, reverse Gustavus Vasa and Gustavus Adolphus, a magnificent work of Hedlinger, 
pictured in his folio “* Quvre”. 

Among the Colonials, the unique New England Elephant Piece was obtained by Mr. Appleton 
of Boston, for $235. The acquisition of this gem by so accomplished a numismatist, and one whose 
cabinet is pronounced by the most competent judges to be, as a whole, the finest in the United 
States, was a subject of general congratulation, testified by the hearty applause of the assemblage. 
This chief of New England coins will be at home in the great New England cabinet. 

A degree of mystery involved the purchase of most of the remaining Colonial wmigwities and 
rarities, The Lord Baltimore Penny was purchased by an agent for “* Mr. Stevens,” at $370; the 
Florida piece, also unique, at $52.50, for the same; the unique Chalmers shilling, at $50, for the 
same ; and the same agent bought for the same principal, in addition, and all on one and the same 
evening, that of Friday, Nov. 1, Lots 2247, 2248, 2249, 2294, 2295, 2324, 2333, 2336, 2406, 
2460, 2464, 2476, 2537, 2550, 2754, 2757, 2760, 2761, and 2762. Much solicitude was expressed 
lest these purchases were made for the British Museum, and a writer in the “ Daily Times”, of Sunday, 
Nov. 3, asserted boldly that they had been effected for that institution ; but we have heard of no 
sufficient foundation for this rumor. It would be indeed a public calamity, were coins so interesting, 
as many of these are in a historical aspect, to be taken out of the country of which they illustrate 
the annals, Let us hope that a more satisfactory solution of this problem of purchase may in time 
be vouchsafed us, and that some American Museum, public or private, and worthy of the name, may 
be found to preserve these desirable treasures. 





THE “ADMIRAL VERNON” MEDALS. 


In the September number of the American Journat or Numismarics, (the literary improvement and present conduct 
of which periodical deserve more than a passing encomium,) Mr. W. S. Appleton contributes a highly interesting paper on 
the Vernon Medals, Although, as he remarks, there does not appear to be much in print touching these pieces, yet this 
“setting down of reasons and statement of the sum of thoughts”, is of the highest value to the numismatist, whatever 
may be the piece or series considered; not only because of the summary of historic facts, but by reason of the direct call 
upon him to contribute to the stock, even though it should be a very little, by way of information, or perhaps of observa- 
tion. This interchange of knowledge, too, tends, and should tend, more powerfully to the advancement of Numismatic 
Science in another way. Almost every Collector has isolated pieces, belonging to this or that Series, about which he has 
acquired no interesting facts, and in which he feels no special interest ; but when he finds a Collector who makes a specialty 
of any of such estrays, the possessor of the lonely specimen surely will be induced to make it available to the special object, 
on fair terms. The piece will thus be set in good company, new-stamped with the former owner’s crest—liberality. 

Now I am obliged to confess that I have no Vernon medals, have never had the good fortune to see a collection of them, 
and possess little information on the subject; but Mr. A’s article has led me to think I might add a mite. 

Some years ago I acquired a single Vernon, (described hereafter,) and on consulting the catalogue of 31 pieces given in 
the Journat, to discover where mine came in, I was surprised to find nothing answering to it, even proximately, Nor 
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was it one of the three noted as being in M. de Renesse Breidbach’s list, which Mr. Appleton partially describes, though he 
states there were five in this list which he had not seen. 

But on page 47 of the Journat, the foot-note runs :—‘ Lord Mahon says—it is asserted a medal was immediately struck 
in London, to celebrate the taking of Carthagena, bearing on one side the head of Vernon, with an inscription as the 
Avenger of his Country; I know of no medal at all resembling this description.” 

Now this premature despatch of victory was productive cf medals, (wide Catalogue, Nos. 25 to 30 Inc.), and, without doubt, 
the historian had at his command ample means to verify a statement given only to illustrate a minor point, to wit; the 
effect produced upon the English nation by the false news. He was scarcely called on to take much trouble about so small 
a matter ; so that his comment has no weight of research, but is only a passing memory, not disproving the hearsay evidence, 
that a medal was immediately struck, &c. From this historic scrap, it is inferable, that the piece of which assertion is made, 
was really the first of the series commemorative of the Capture of Carthagena, and that the description was general, not 
exact. It is then Aighly probable that the “ head of Vernon” might have been, more correctly, the “figure of Vernon”, and 
the “ Avenger”, of the legend, the “ Preserver”. 

With these probabilities in mind, let the readings of my solitary piece show, more or less conclusively, that it is the one 
of the assertion, or, at least, one resembling the description. 

Brass—Size 24—(Condition poor), 
Legends. 
(0bv.) ADMIRAL. VERNON . THE. PRESERVER . OF. HIS . COUNTRY.—(Rev.) TOOK . CARTHAGENA 


Devices. 

(0bv.) Admiral at length, in square-cut uniform coat, orders and sword; facing left, resting on left leg; right knee 
bent, right arm extended ; in front of hand a fort with two turrets; left hand hanging, holds baton; behind point of baton 
a fort with three turrets ; between figure and fort, a ship, 

(Rev.) Two peninsulas (diameter-wise) with entering strait, enclose a harbor, i in which, just below legend, is a ship ; 
below this, near inner entrance of strait, a fort, S.1OS. At outer entrance of strait a ship in van of four—two frigates, two 
liners. On left a boat below the larger peninsula, on which stand three forts, IAGO, S. PHILIPS, and one scarcely 
traceable. 

Exergue 1741. 


I have thus endeavored to meet Mr. Appleton’s first general request. In order “to fulfill his joy,” I will add, that if he 
should see fit to call upon Mr. Cogan, No. 100 William street, his second request shall find a ready and satisfactory 
compliance. J. R. B. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Editor of the Journat or NuMIsMATICs : 


I have been much interested in the article on the ‘* Vernon series,” in the September number. 

There is at Jeast one, and I think there are more, of the Vernon Medals in the Numismatic Department of the Loganian 
Museum at Haverford College, Pa., which, if my memory serves me, differ in some respects from those described by Mr. 
Appleton. It is, however, long years since I have seen them, and there is, I regret to say, no catalogue of the Loganian 
Cabinet, and more’s the pity, for it is really a fine collection in some respects. 

A note, however, addressed to the “ Numismatic Curator of the Loganian Museum, Haverford College, Pa.”, with a copy 
of the September number as a guide, might be productive of valuable information, 

The aforesaid Cabinet contains, among other things, several of the Sansom Medals, presented by Joseph Sansom himself 
at the time of striking. He wasa noted Quaker antiquarian of Philadelphia, in his day, and traveled extensively, sketching 
noted or curious places, keeping journals, writing books of his travels, and collecting all manner of curious and valuable 
articles. He was a liberal donor to the Haverford Loganian Museum ; and, after his death, his widow Beulah presented 
many of his sketches and other accumulations, part of which are still preserved, though some of the most valuable were 
destroyed by fire, 

Apropos of the above, there are many such out-of-the-way Cabinets and collections scattered over the country, almost 
unknown from want of catalogues, but containing many matters of interest to the numismatist and antiquarian; cannot a 
series of descriptive articles, containing their most important features, be prepared for the Journat? Haverford College 
Library counts the Journat on her list; she might take the lead. 

Pardon the length of this, my pen runs away with me. Respectfully yours, F. A. W. 


Norwatx, Conn., Sept. 12, 1867. —_—_— 
A REMONSTRANCE. 


Editor of the Journat or NuMIsMATICs : 


In the Mickley Catalogue, I find the following items : 

“No. 2175, Pattern Three Cent Piece, a circular piece of metal stamped III.; believed to be the ugliest of all known 
coins, and certainly one of the rarest, In designing this, and the following, the artists of the mint almost outdid themselves. 

“2176. Pattern Cent of the same design as the last, and equally beautiful.” 

I have great respect for Mr. Woodward's intelligence, but in this case he has not been equal to himself. Those two 
pieces are neither coins nor patterns, in any proper sense; mere planchets. As to the designing of them, the writer must 
take that credit to himself; the “artists of the mint” did nothing but make the III. and the 3, as requested. It was at a 
juncture when a three-cent piece was talked of ; two mixtures of base silver were made, and these pieces were hastily struck, 
simply to show what the size would be. I should think any body might see that, at a glance; and that the numismatic 
value of these “exceedingly rare coins” is not over three cents. Dz. 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


MepaIL_e pu Conseit pe SureTe pe Pennsytvanie.—Dans un double cercle, le bonnet phrygien sur une lance. Leg. : 
This is my right and I will defend it, (Ceci est mon droit et je le défendrai), Entre les deux cercles, légende: Pennsyl- 
wania Council of Safety, 1776. (Conseil de Sireté de Pennsylvanie, 1776). Mod., 52 Mill., C. 

The above described medal was in the Collection of Alexandre Vattemare. Is it to be found in the Collection of any of 
your readers ? ; 


Boston, Oct., 1867. j.c. 





